


2011 COURT OF HONOR GALA
The NABC Foundation Court of Honor Gala was developed to bring 
recognition to an individual and the game of basketball while raising 
foundation awareness and important financial support to the NABC 
Foundation, including TTRR (Ticket to Reading Rewards).  During the 
Gala, guests will join the basketball community in presenting the 
Court of Honor Award. The Award is presented to an individual, 
businessman, educator, etc., who has roots in college basketball, 
values those roots in the game and has gone on to distinguish 
himself in his profession, exhibiting the highest standards for 
leadership. This year’s honoree is NIKE, Inc., Chairman Phil Knight.

GAME TIME
May 16, 2011

583 Park Avenue
New York

ATTEND THE GALA
Inviting all fans and supporters to experience a truly memorable 
evening! If you are interested in attending the 2011 Court of Honor 
Gala Experience and would like more information, please               
contact the Registration Helpline at (866) 240-4414 or visit 
www.nabcfoundation.org/gala. NABC Foundation will utilize 100% 
of the net proceeds from this Gala to fund its programs.

"The fi�t C�� � H�� Gala
in Chicago w� a magnifice� eve�.

It w� an unf�g�table nig� f� every�e there."
Jay Bilas

ESPN Basketball Analyst



Mike Krzyzewski
Head Coach, Duke University &

USA Basketball Men’s National Team

“A� y� n�ded to do w� l�k ar�nd the r�m � �r
C�� � H�� Gala to s� th� b�k�ba� & educ�i�
are c�m� threa� am�g s�e � the m�t p
erf� & 

influe�ial b
ine	 leade� in America today.
So many times, le	�s learned & rel�i�ships f�tered

� the b�k�ba� c�� f�ge �fe-l�g b�� &
have far-reaching effe�s � a� �pe�s � �r soci�y.”  

GALA CO-Chairs

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
COACHES

TOMMY AMAKER
Head Coach, Harvard University

MIKE JARVIS
Head Coach, Florida Atlantic University 

GENE KEADY
Retired, Purdue University

Special Assistant/Advisor, St. John's University 

BILL SELF
 Head Coach, University of Kansas

TOM IZZO
Head Coach, Michigan State University

OLIVER PURNELL
Head Coach, DePaul University

TUBBY SMITH
Head Coach, University of Minnesota

 

RON BLAYLOCK
Managing Partner, GenNX360

GEORGE BODENHEIMER
President, ESPN, Inc. & ABC Sports

JIM BOEHEIM
Head Coach, Syracuse University

JOHN CALIPARI
Head Coach, University of Kentucky

DR. JAMES I. CASH, Ph.D
Emeritus Professor,

Harvard Business School

JERRY COLANGELO
President, USA Basketball

CHARLIE  DENSON
President of Nike Brand

MIKE KRZYZEWSKI
Head Coach, Duke University &

USA Basketball Men’s National Team

JOHN W. ROGERS, JR.
 Founder & CEO, Ariel Investments

THOMAS G. STEMBERG
 Managing Partner,

Highland Consumer Fund

DAVID J. STERN
 Commissioner,

National Basketball Association

JOHN THOMPSON, JR.
Coach Emeritus,

Georgetown University

ROY WILLIAMS
 Head Coach,

University of North Carolina



About the National Association 
of Basketball Coaches (NABC) 

Located in Kansas City, Missouri, the NABC was founded in 1927 
by Phog Allen, the legendary basketball coach at the University of 
Kansas.  Allen, a student of James Naismith, the inventor of           
basketball, organized coaches into this collective group to serve as 
Guardians of the Game.  The NABC currently has nearly 5,000 
members consisting primarily of university and college men’s 
basketball coaches.  All members of the NABC are expected to 
uphold the core values of being a Guardian of the Game by bringing 
attention to the positive aspects of the sport of basketball and the 
role coaches play in the academic and athletic lives of today’s 
student-athletes.  The four core values of being a Guardian of the 
Game are advocacy, leadership, service and education.  Additional 
information about the NABC, its programs and membership, can be 
found at www.nabc.com.

ABOUT THE National Association 
of Basketball Coaches
Foundation, Inc. (NABC Foundation)

The NABC Foundation was organized exclusively for charitable and        
educational purposes, and to support the charitable and education 
purposes of the National Association of Basketball Coaches,  
(NABC) a Kansas non-profit corporation.  The Foundation is the 
founder and sponsor of TTRR (Ticket to Reading Rewards), a 
national literacy program targeting middle school aged youth.  In 
addition, the Foundation operates the College Basketball Experi-
ence (CBE), an experiential facility which also includes the National 
Collegiate Basketball Hall of Fame. 

Jim Haney
Executive Director

National Association of Basketball Coaches and NABC Foundation, Inc.

“It’ s v�al to the m�si� � the NABC to a�e�u�e the 
many p��ive r�es �r coaches play in the �ves � y�ng 
pe�le today. As teache� and me��s to �ude� �hl�es, 
coaches have the �p�tun�y to help shape chara�er and a 

c�m�me� to educ�i�, service and sp��ma�hip.”     



TTRR (Ticket To Reading Rewards)

TTRR (Ticket to Reading Rewards) is a reading incentive program 
that encourages Middle School students to read books outside the 
classroom and obtain rewards for reading. Over the life of the 
program, over 1,000,000 students have participated in the 
program, read an estimated 5,000,000 books, redeemed nearly 
1,500,000 rewards and attended 150,000 local men's and 
women's NCAA basketball games—all at no cost to the 
school district or its students. The TTRR program was founded in 
2002 by the National Association of Basketball Coaches Foundation.

The program has three primary components: reading rewards, 
tickets to local college basketball games and a coaching component 
for Middle School coaches to both learn new techniques and to act 
as mentors for the reading program.

“ Each year in the Chicago P��c Sch��, we f�nd
Tick� To Reading Rewar� to be a highly effe�ive t�l to

m iv�e b h �ude�s and teache� to foc
 � ��ide reading.
We e�im�e th� m�e than eig� mi­� b�ks have b�n read

thr�gh th� program n�i�wide and th�san� � �ude�s
have had an �p�tun�y to �tend c�lege b�k�ba� games. 

F� many, th� w� the fi�t v�� to a c�lege camp

and teache� te� 
 th� � a pr��nd experience which

lea� to �ude�s s�ting a goal � reaching c�lege.”
Arne Duncan

Former CEO, Chicago Public Schools



2011 NABC
Court of Honor Recipient

Phi�p H. Knig�
Before there was Nike, there was Blue 
Ribbon Sports, Inc., a partnership 
founded in 1964 on a handshake by 
Phil Knight and his former track coach 
at the University of Oregon, the 
legendary Bill Bowerman. 

Knight and Bowerman shared a 
passion for helping athletes reach their 
full potential—and Nike believes that if 
you have a body, you’re an athlete. 

That passion, combined with a business plan Knight hatched 
while earning his MBA at Stanford, planted the seed for what 
would become the world’s largest sports and fitness 
company. 

A certified public accountant, Knight started by selling shoes 
out of the back of a car at track meets. One thing led to 
another, and Blue Ribbon Sports grew to become Nike. The 
name Nike was created in 1971, and the first line of Nike 
shoes debuted in 1972; the company officially became known 
as NIKE, Inc. on December 31, 1981. 

As Chairman of Nike, Knight’s job is to listen to ideas, 
combine them with his own, and make decisions based on 
what’s good for shareholders and the overall company. More 
than 40 years after that handshake, Nike is still growing, 
driven by a passion for sports and a relentless focus on 
innovation for athletes.

Chairman, NIKE, Inc.

Jim Haney
Executive Director,

National Association of Basketball Coaches and NABC Foundation, Inc.

“The C�� � H�� Award w� e�ab�shed to celebr�e 
the highe� �andar� � leade�hip, educ�i� and service. 
There are few in b
ine	 who exemp�fy th�e �andar� 

m�e than Phil Knig�. Thr�gh�t h� pr�e	i�al car�r 
he h� dem��r�ed h� dedic�i� and c�m�me� to 
educ�i� and p��c service. H� impa� � sp��, 

including the sp�t � b�k�ba�, � en�m�s.” 

 




